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This book tells, for the first time, the story of how and why 

Americans gave up educational freedom so early in their history for 

the imagined benefits of state-controlled education, with results that 

are now front-page daily news. Advance reviewers comment: 

There is no question that this is one of the most 
important books on the education issue in recent 
years. At the very time when the tragic failures of 
public education have become apparent to so many, there 
is an urgent need to understand the historical dimen­
sions of the problem. Samuel L. Blumenfeld has given 
us that historical understanding in a scholarly but 
immensely readable fashion. Current debates on issues 
in American education will be greatly enriched by his 
work. 

--Onalee McGraw 
Education Consultant 
The Heritage Foundation 

As the title indicates, there is widening doubt on many 
levels whether public education as we have known it can 
survive. The new book may prove to be a landmark in 
more ways than one. 

--Max Rafferty 
Author, educator, commentator 

Blumenfeld answers the question in his title with a re­
sounding no. After a scathing denunciation of contemporary 
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public education and a call for a return to free enter­
prise private education, he traces the religious and 
philosophical currents in our intellectual and politi­
cal life that gave rise to universal public education . 

. His documentation is thorough. 
--Library Journal 

Alternate selection, Conservative Book Club 

The author, who has earned recognition in his field with such 

previous books as The New Illiterates and How to Start Your Own 

Private School--And Why You Need One, breaks new ground in this 

important work. By exploring the very roots of the system, he articu­

lates at last the sound reasons behind the pervasive unease about the 

current stat€ of American education; Is Public Education Necessary? 

provides the missing link in our educational history. 

Prepublication interest in this title has been extraordinarily 

high. Advance requests have come in from a very broad range of sources, 

including Conservatives, Libertarians, Catholics, Protestants, Jews, 

taxpayers' organizations and advocates, sociologists, educators, econo­

mists, historians, public policy institutes, and the major media. 

Five years in preparation, ~ Public Education Necessary? is the 

book that finally asks the question. The answer will have national 

repercusslons in the days ahead. 

272 pages Hardcover: $12.95 
ISBN 0-8159-5826-9 Index June 30, 1981 

For more information contact Robin Sommer: 203-637-4531 

Return to: Devin-Adair Co., 143 Sound -~~-;;~-~~~~-~--o--;d-~-r~~~~__;;~~--C-;-~~-8-7~---

ORDER FORl"! 
Please send me____copy!ies of ~ Public Education Necessary? by Samuel L. Blumenfeld available 
June 1 at $12.95 per copy. Enclosed is my check for $ , postage & handling to be paid by 
you. Ship to: 

Name:_______________________________________Organization: 

Street____________________________________CitY__________________._______State_______Zip Code______ 

Check here if you are interested in using the book as program resource material so that 
we can send you our discount schedule. 
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Read what reviewers have written about 

IS PUBLIC EDUCATION NECESSARY? 
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld 

"This book is dynamite!" Robert Marlowe 
Council for 
Educational Freedom 

Is PubIic 
Education 
Necessary? 
�."Myth-shattering. . A major piece of work." 

Prof. Edwin G. West, 

"This book may prove to be a landmark." 

l..JllUillenfl'ld 

Dr. Max Rafferty 

"Superb! I have already recommended it to more than a dozen people." 

Prof. Richard A. Baer, Jr. 
Cornell University 

"Unquestionably one of the most important books on education ever written. 
I can't overemphasize the importance of this book." 

David Gamble 
American Reformation Movement 

"A missing chapter in American education and intellectual history." 

Dr. Clarence B. Carson 

"Historical understanding in a scholarly but immensely readable fashion." 

Dr. Onalee McGraw 

"A gem. This book is 'must' reading." -- Dr. Rousas John Rushdoony 

"Monumental. Read it and understand why we are where we are and 
what must be done about it." 

Barbara Morris, National Educator 

"The author's documentation is thorough." Journal 

"No serious student of education will want to ignore this fascinating 
study of the origins of public schools." 

-- Dr. Howard L. Hurwitz 

"Extremely readable. In fact, I read it all in one day!" 

-- John E. Lash, Biblical 

"Every Christian educator should read this book·to get his facts straight 
on the history of public education in America." 

Available in 
N. Y. 10016, 

Dr. Gerald B. Carlson 
American Association of Christian Schools 

paperback from Dodd, Mead & Co. 
(212) 685-6464. Price: $9 .9 5. 

79 Madison Avenue, New York, 



IS PUBLIC EDUCATION NECESSARY? 


by Samuel 1. Blumenfeld 
Recognizing the present state of education as a system that "creates a 
myriad of social, intellectual, moral and financial problems that seem 
to defy solution," Samuel Blumenfeld has written a well-docu­
mented history of public education, strongly advocating a return to 
the educational freedom that existed in our country's early years. 

Private schools were thriving; adult literacy and attendance rates in 
New England were running high. It was only when a small group of 
intellectuals decided education must be socialized that Americans 
were "seduced" by illusions of moral progress from abroad and per­
mitted its adoption. 

Blumenfeld has turned up facts clearly indicating that: 

Contrary to public belief, the American people never, at any 
time, clamored for government-controlled, tax-supported 
schools ... The system was imposed on them gradually from 
above by a relatively small number of people ... Americans 
were quite satisfied with the diversity and independence of the 
educational institutions which had grown in American soil to 
serve American needs and were largely paid for by those who 
&sed them. 

Here - for the first time - is the story of the fascinating per­
sonalities and events that led Americans to give up educational 
freedom for educational statism so early in their history. IS PUBLIC 
EDUCATION NECESSARY? contains untold history on a subject 
of primary importance today. Blumenfeld has written several books 
and articles on education and is a fellow of the Institute for Humane 
Studies. 

276 pages, 6" x 9" Hardcover: $10.00 
ISBN 0-8159-5826-9 March 

The Devin-Adair Company 
143 Sound Beach Avenue 

Old Greenwich, Conn. 06870 
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IS PUBLIC 


EDUCATION 


NECESSARY? 


Samuel L. Blumenfeld 

The failure of public education is the failure of statism as 
a political philosophy. It has been tried. It has been found 

sorely wanting. Having learned from our mistakes, would it 
not be better to return to the basic principles upon which 

this nation was founded? Education was not seen then as 
the cure-all for mankind's moral diseases. But it was on that 
premise that the reformers built the present system. They 
were wrong. The system cannot work because in a free 

society government has no more place in education than it 
has in religion. Once Americans grasp the full significance 

of this idea, they will understand why the return of educa­

tional freedom is essential to the preservation and expan­

sion of American freedom in general. 
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