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IS PUBLIC EDUCATION NECESSARY?

by Samuel L. Blumenfeld

Recognizing the present state of education as a system that “creates a
myriad of social, intellectual, moral and financial problems that seem
to defy solution,” Samuel Blumenfeld has written a well-docu-
mented history of public education, strongly advocating a return to
the educational freedom that existed in our country’s early years.

Private schools were thriving; adult literacy and attendance rates in
New England were running high. It was only when a small group of
intellectuals decided education must be socialized that Americans
were “‘seduced” by illusions of moral progress from abroad and per-
mitted its adoption.

Blumenfeld has turned up facts clearly indicating that:

Contrary to public belief, the American people never, at any
time, clamored for government-controlled, tax-supported
schools ... The system was imposed on them gradually from
above by a relatively small number of people ... Americans
were quite satisfied with the diversity and independence of the
educational institutions which had grown in American soil to
serve American needs and were largely paid for by those who
used them.

Here — for the first time — is the story of the fascinating per-
sonalities and events that led Americans to give up educational
freedom for educational statism so early in their history. IS PUBLIC
EDUCATION NECESSARY? contains untold history on a subject
of primary importance today. Blumenfeld has written several books
and articles on education and is a fellow of the Institute for Humane
Studies.
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The failure of public education is the failure of statism as
a political philosophy. It has been tried. It has been found
sorely wanting. Having learned from our mistakes, would it
not be better to return to the basic principles upon which
this nation was founded? Education was not seen then as
the cure-all for mankind’s moral diseases. But it was on that
premise that the reformers built the present system. They
were wrong. The system cannot work because in a free
society government has no more place in education than it
has in religion. Once Americans grasp the full significance
of this idea, they will understand why the return of educa-
tional freedom is essential to the preservation and expan-
sion of American freedom in general.
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